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1 . DIRECTOR OF IRANIAN INSTITUTE FOR INTERNATIONAL POLITICAL AND 
ECONOMIC STUDIES(IIPES), DR. ABBAS AMIRIE, INFORMED EMBOFF 

THAT PROPOSED CONFERENCE MAY BE POSTPONED, TO AVOID BURDENING 
PERSONS WHO WOULD WISH TO ATTEND THIS CONEERENCE AND OTHERS 
SCHEDULED FOR PERIOD BEGINNING MARCH 1976, AND WHICH WILL ALSO 
BEAR ON US-IRANIAN RELATIONS. AMIRIE SAID THIS DECISION CAME 
FROM PRIME MINISTER'S OFFICE. 

2. IIPES WAS EOUNDED IN 1973 "TO SERVE AS A FORUM FOR A NON- 
OFFICIAL APPRAISAL OF ISSUES THAT AFFECT IRAN'S NATIONAL INTERESTS., 
BROCHURE STATES. COPY BEING AIRSHIPPED). FUNDS COME FROM 
CONSORTIUM OF IRANIAN UNIVERSITIES, VIZ. TEHRAN, NATIONAL, 

PAHLAVI, 

MASHAD(NOW FERDOWSI), AND JONDI SHAPUR. 

CHANCELLORS OF THESE UNIVERSITIES COMPRISE BOARD OF FOUNDERS. 
GOVERNING BODY IS HIGH COUNCIL: FIVE PROMINENT SPECIALISTS IN 
INTERNATIONAL AFFAIRS,APPOINTED BY SHAH. MEHDI SAMII(REFTEL) 

IS VICE-CHAIRMAN. COUNCIL APPOINTS EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
AND CONSIDERS RESEARCH PROJECTS PROPOSED 
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REPORTS IN FIELD OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS, WHICH GO TO UNIVERSITIES AND 
TO MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS. INSTITUTE ALSO SPONSORS LECTURES, 
SEMINARS, AND SOMETIMES ORGANIZES MAJOR CONFERENCES. IN 
MARCH 1975 INSTITUTE SPONSORED MAJOR CONFERENCE ON IRAN AND THE 
PERSIAN GULF, WHICH BROUGHT SEVERAL A 
ERICAN AND A NUMBER OF 

THIRD COUNTRY IRANOLOGISTS TO IRAN. ADMINISTRATION OF THIS 
CONVERENCE WAS GENERALLY COMPETENT. 

3. DIRECTOR AMIRIE AND STAFF OF FIVE PROFESSIONAL RESEARCHERS 
ALL HAVE PH.DS FROM AMERICAN UNIVERSITIES. TWO, SHAHRAM 
CHUBIN OF COLUMBIA AND SPEPHR ZABIH OF BERKELEY, HAVE FIRST 
CLASS PUBLICATION CREDITS. 

4. ONLY APPARENT CONNECTION WITH BICENTENNIAL IS COINCIDENCE 

IN TIME WITH BICENTENNIAL YEAR. CONNECTION WITH GOI MORE EVIDENT. 
MANY, PERHAPS MOST IRANIAN PARTICIPANTS LIKELY TO BE GOI 
OFFICIALS, AS SRI INDICATES IN REFTEL. FURTHER INFORMATION 
PROBABLY AVAILABLE AFTER DATE FINALLY SET FOR PROPOSED CONFERENCE. 
AMIRIE EXPECTS HAVE THIS IN ABOUT A WEEK. WILL ADVISE. 

5. EMBASSY NOTES THAT THIS CONFERENCE IS SCHEDULED HARD ON THE 
HEELS OF THE U.S.-IRAN JOINT BUSINESS CONFERENCE AND FINANCIAL 
CONFERENCE, MARCH 1-3 IN TEHRAN. TO JUDGE FROM SRI'S OUTLINE AND 
THE DRAFT AGENDA FOR THE MARCH 1-3 MEETINGS CHASE VP ROWAN HAS 
GIVEN US, CONSIDERABLE DUPLICATION IN THE THEMES TO BE COVERED 
SEEMS EVIDENT. WE MERELY NOTE THIS DUPLICATION AND DO NOT SUGGEST 
THAT DEPT. SHOULD DISCOURAGE ESSENTIALLY PRIVATE PAHLAVI CONFERENCE 
OR BE LESS THAN FORTHCOMING IN CONSIDERING SRI REQUEST FOR EIGHTH 
FLOOR DINING AND CONFERENCE FACILITIES. 

6. WE NOTE ALSO THAT SRI STATES CONFERENCE TS COORDINATED WITH... 
U.S.-IRAN JOINT COMMISSION AND U.S.-IRAN JOINT BUSINESS COUNCIL." 

WE ASSUME THAT SRI WILL SOON BE IN TOUCH WITH CHASE-MANHATTAN 
AND U.S. CHAMBER OF COMMERCE IN THIS REGARD. 

7. FINALLY, WE WOULD APPRECIATE RECEIVING FROM DEPARTMENT APPROPRI- 
ATE GUIDANCE ON RELATION OF PAHLAVI CONFERENCE TO ON-GOING WORK OF 
JOINT COMMISSION. SPECIFICALLY, DOES DEPARTMENT FORESEE PAHLAVI 
CONFERENCE GENERATIN INITIATIVES IN CONTEXT OF USIRJC THAT WILL 
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